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WHEN [ introduced the first edition of Torque 1 was excited
at the prospect of launching the Riders Association of Triumph
and full of anticipation about its future.

Your response has been terrific and has already established
the club as a major part of Triumph ownership.

In just the first two months over 3000 people have joined the
club. At the time of writing (mid November) we are active in the
UK, France, Germany and the United States, with Greece, Italy,
Canada and Sweden coming ‘live’ in the next few weeks and
preparations being made in a number of other countries.

Our network of dealer packs extends to over 300 groups and
our programme of events and discounts package is expanding all
the time.

The news section of this edition of Torque carries details of
planned events in the USA, UK and Germany - including
our major 1997 Summer Festival taking place in Germany’s
stunning Black Forest region next August - plus a report of our
inaugural outing to the launch of the 1996 Beaujolais Nouveau wine.

Our ‘Deals on Wheels’ section contains details of discounts and packages we
have arranged with a wide range of companies offering special arrangements
and cut price deals on goods and services including insurance, motorcycle and
car hire, tours and training, videos and magazines.

Members in the UK, France, Germany and the United States will also
receive a copy of their national Torgue newsletter with this edition, listing the
active dealer packs in their country and detailing news about Triumph and RAT
activities in their region. Other active countries will add their own newsletters in
future editions.

And that’s just the start!

It’s been a breathtaking and exhilarating experience to have been a part of
this rapid development and I am sure we have an exciting future ahead riding
and enjoying our Triumph motorcycles together.

But it’s still carly days. We are working on a variety of new projects and
would be happy to hear from members with their comments on what we have
done so far and ideas for the future.

Why not write to me at club headquarters and give me your point of view?
We will publish the best letters in future editions of Torgue. It’s your club, so let
me know how you would like to see it grow.

Thanks for your outstanding support and enthusiasm, tell your Triumph
riding friends what they are missing and I look forward to meeting you at RAT

events throughout the coming year.

Good riding

Neil Webster
International Club Manager
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4 News

Reporting from our Beaujolais Run, plans for a
Summer Festival and action and activities worldwide.

8 On Tour - Highland fling
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Hit the high roads as tour guide Wolf T6ns leads us
through the delights of Scotland. If you like what you

see you can book your place for next year’s trip!

Big fun!

Neil Webster begged and cajoled until the guys in
Triumph’s R and D department let him loose on a
pre production T509 Speed Triple. He hasn’t stopped

grinning yet.

Looking back

Brilliant racer and consummate practical joker, former
Triumph tester Percy Tait was one of the real
characters in the old company’s racing past.

We tell a few tales.

Letters

Your chance to speak out.

Behind the Scenes

Triumph’s Hinckley production line depends on team
work and quality control for its success.
We see how it all works.

Deals on Wheels

Hire a Triumph, hire a car. Take a trip to the Alps or
watch some videos. More ways to get more from your
motorcycling for less.

Gifts and goodies

Triumph’s range of accessories and leisure items

. p . go . .
provides ideal gift ideas for club members - even if
you have to buy them for yourself!
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